FEEDING HOPE
WE BELIEVE

Together We’re Fighting Hunger.

WE BELIEVE

our work replaces hunger
with hope, providing dignity
to all we serve.

A RICH HISTORY
35 YEARS IN THE MAKING
What started in the parking lot of Victoria Baptist Church thirty-five
years ago continues today in our beautiful, new facility, continuing
to serve 11 parishes and distributing more than 13 million pounds of
food that equates to more than 11 million meals in 2019. The Greater
Baton Rouge Food Bank at the Fraenkel Center is a member of the
Feeding America network of food banks delivering hope to hungry
children, senior citizens, single parents, the working poor, the homeless,
and individuals. Our network of more than 100 member agencies
distributes the food we provide on the front lines of the battle against
hunger. These agencies
include pantries, shelters,
soup kitchens, churches,
and other nonprofits with

BUT THERE IS MUCH
WORK TO BE DONE
Like our visionary founders thirtyfive years ago, we are painfully
aware of unmet needs and the high
food insecurity rate in our 11-parish
area. A recent national study
reveals a meal gap of 22 million
meals in our 11-parish service area.
After all that we provide for the
food insecure, after all the federal
assistance programs, and after all
other coping methods employed
by those struggling to survive, we
remain 22 million meals short
of ensuring that everyone in our
service area has enough food for
the three meals a day needed for
a healthy lifestyle. It is up to us to
help those most in need.

firsthand knowledge of
those truly in need.
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WE BELIEVE

it is our responsibility to care
for the less fortunate, those
truly in need.

HUNGER IS NEAR
Today, the child sitting next to yours in school, the senior citizen in your
church, or one of your neighbors may be facing the disaster of hunger on a
daily basis. Visualize that home in your neighborhood that has started to
look a little more run down in recent years. Imagine the child sitting next
to your child or your grandchild in school who always seems a little sad.
Perhaps it is the fragile-looking senior citizen who always sits right next to
you in church. The reasons for their hunger or food insecurity vary between
job loss, illness, injury, abuse, fixed senior income, tragedy, cost of medicines
or low wages resulting in “more month than money.”
Whatever the cause, the end result of food insecurity is the same. Empty
plates. Skipped meals. Growling stomachs. Tough choices. It comes down
to having to make the painful choice every month between paying for
medications, rent, gas, or food. Ever-increasing portions of the population
we serve are children and seniors. We cannot allow our fragile seniors and
young children to live with the consequences of these impossible choices.

2

HUNGER IS REAL
As a senior citizen and a single
parent, Ms. Eleanor Wooders
knows that without the loving
and caring people at the Food
Bank’s pantry, Greater Sixty Aid,
she does not know what she
would do. “They really care that
you can’t buy what you need.
They show a lot of love and
compassion. Without the Food
Bank, I just don’t know what
I would do. It’s awesome. A
blessing. So loving. So nice.
So kind.”

WE BELIEVE

no child should go to bed hungry.

FEEDING CHILDREN
We feed children on a daily basis through distributions to our agencies, but
we do more than that. Our BackPack Program is designed to help mitigate
the negative impact food insufficiency has on the health and well being of
children by providing nutritious, child-friendly, shelf-stable food items in
a discreet backpack for weekends and school breaks when school breakfast
and/or lunch is not available for them. A little extra food is also provided for
siblings at home. The program is very simple and very effective. Children
avoid the stigma of carrying a bag of groceries home because they take the
food home in a backpack, which they get to keep. Food goes directly and
immediately into the hands of hungry children.
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WE BELIEVE

no senior citizen should have
to choose between food and
medications.

FEEDING SENIORS
Having to choose between buying essential medications, paying utilities
or rent, and purchasing life-sustaining food is a choice none of our seniors
should face. In addition to our regular distributions and in response to
this harsh reality faced by more than a quarter of the population we serve,
our Senior Grocery Program was started as a way to improve the quality of
life of seniors with limited incomes. Providing them with food assistance
helps them stretch their budgets so that they do not have to make those
unacceptable choices on a regular basis. The Senior Grocery Program
provides basic, shelf-stable food once a month for one year to qualified
at-risk seniors. To qualify, seniors must be 65 years or older, or 60 or older
with a disability. Our Senior Mobile Distribution Program brings produce,
protein and other foods to seniors, especially in our outlying parishes.
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WE BELIEVE

it is evermore important to
provide healthy food options
to those in need.

FEEDING HEALTH
Our new FarmFresh Healthy Food Initiative will enable the Food Bank to provide healthy, fresh produce
to our food insecure clients. This newly expanded initiative will serve at least 100 families on their
regular distribution day in 20 carefully selected Food Bank member agencies in each of the 11 parishes
we serve. Clients will receive at least four fresh produce items of approximately five pounds each, for a
total of 20 pounds of fresh, healthy produce per family per week. This new healthy food initiative will
address the myriad of health problems exacerbated by food
insufficiency and an unhealthy diet, including childhood
and adult obesity, diabetes, heart disease, stroke, and other
chronic health issues resulting from a diet high in salt, fat,
and carbohydrates. Introducing healthier, fresh produce into
the diets of our food insecure clients who are at even greater
risk for debilitating illnesses due to food insufficiency will
have a measureable impact on the overall health and wellbeing of young and old alike.
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WE BELIEVE

.

it takes all of us working
together to end hunger in our
communities.

FEEDING INNOVATION
With the move into our new facility, the Food Bank is now positioned to
embark on an innovative, creative, and transformational path to achieving
its mission to feed more individuals facing hunger. Our Bulk Repacking
Room, already the first of its kind in the Feeding America network,
provides the ability to take donated bulk dry food product and package
it into individual and family friendly sizes with our highly specialized
automated equipment. The vision for the future includes exploring the
concept of expanding this capability to package products to meet the
needs of forprofit ventures.
This can also
provide vocational
opportunities
in the areas of
food service and
packaging services.
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A double bottom line social
enterprise venture such as this would
both fulfill the Food Bank’s mission
to feed the hungry and would also
potentially secure additional revenue
for the Food Bank. As all nonprofits
look to diversify funding, this
revenue is an important potential
source of funding for the Food
Bank to continue to serve the social
needs of the community. Our Social
Enterprise will focus on generating
revenue to accomplish our charitable
purpose – feeding the hungry. This
proposed for-profit venture of our
Bulk Repacking Room will be the
Food Bank’s first step into the new
world of Social Enterprise in Action,
but our facility offers additional
opportunities for us to explore.
We continually strive to be on the
cutting edge of ways to further our
mission of feeding the hungry now
and thus shortening the line of
people in need of food in the future.

WE BELIEVE
MEETING
UNMET NEEDS
Countless lives have
been touched since the
earliest days when those
devoted volunteers saw a
need and dedicated their
vision and leadership,
to make sure that no
one would go hungry.
But they did not do
it alone. Throughout
the past 35 years, the
continuous support of
a giving community
has supported the Food
Bank and the people
we serve. With shared
beliefs that no one
should go hungry, our
collaborative effort
replaces hunger with
hope, providing dignity
to all we serve.

that together we are fighting
hunger and feeding hope.

THE CHALLENGES ARE REAL
Map the Meal Gap 2019, a national study by Feeding America, measures food
insecurity rates across the United States. This data reveals that many who struggle
with hunger may actually be above the poverty line – the working poor, those
who have more monthly expenses than
monthly income or who are caring for
sick or elderly family members. After
all of the federal programs and all of the
food provided by your Food Bank, there is
still a gap of missing meals that continues
to grow. Some of the alarming statistics
revealed in this study include:
Missing
meals of
more than 22
million meals

Missing meals
equate to a
food budget
shortfall of
more than $70
million

129,030 food
insecure
individuals
in 11-parish
service area

41,030 food
insecure children
in 11-parish
service area

More than
50% of clients
served by
Greater Baton
Rouge Food
Bank are
children and
seniors
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WE BELIEVE
• No child should go to bed hungry.
• No senior citizen should have to choose between food
and medications.
• It is our responsibility to care for the less fortunate, those
truly in need.
• It is evermore important to provide healthy food options to 		
those in need.
• It takes all of us working together to try to end hunger
in our communities.
• Our work replaces hunger with hope, providing dignity to all 		
we serve.
• That together we are fighting hunger and feeding hope.
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WITH YOUR
HELP WE WILL
Feed children in need.
Feed senior citizens struggling on
fixed incomes.
Feed health by providing more
nutritious food.
Feed innovation to find new
efficient ways to accomplish and
sustain our mission.
Feed hope to help our clients
move beyond their current
distressful situation.

10600 S. Choctaw Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70815-1826
225.359.9940 : www.brfoodbank.org
P.O. Box 45830
Baton Rouge, LA 70895-4830
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